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April 15, 2026

RE: SB 1359 (Stern) - Gas Transition Responsibility and Electrification Act - OPPOSE UNLESS
AMENDED

Dear Senate Energy, Utilities and Communications Committee-

On behalf of the South Orange County Economic Coalition (SOCEC), we write to express our
opposition to SB 1359 unless amended to address significant concerns related to energy reliability,
economic impacts, and customer choice.

As currently drafted, SB 1359 risks undermining the safe and reliable operation of existing natural
gas infrastructure by restricting necessary investments for maintenance and modernization.
Limiting these upgrades—particularly those tied to safety—could delay critical work and increase
the risk of service disruptions.

The bill also raises serious concerns for the business community. Many industries, including
restaurants, healthcare providers, manufacturers, and small businesses, rely on natural gas for
affordability and operational reliability. The potential loss or reduction of gas service would increase
costs, disrupt operations, and place additional strain on employers already navigating a challenging
economic environment.

In addition, SB 1359 may lead to increased costs for customers by shifting system expenses onto a
smaller base of remaining users. This could disproportionately impact small businesses, renters,
and low- and middle-income households.

Finally, as California advances its energy transition goals, it is critical that policies maintain
flexibility and preserve customer choice. A successful transition must balance environmental
priorities with economic realities, ensuring reliability and affordability for communities and
employers alike.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge you to oppose SB 1359 unless amended.
Sincerely,

Victoria Hernandez
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Executive Director - South Orange County Economic Coalition (SOCEC)
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